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JANIS ANDR EWS, ED. D. 

CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER 

KEITH OSWALD 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

Action By: 
April 1, 2013 

The School District of Palm Beach County and the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) continue to work 
toward increasing the quantity and improving the quality of educational options for Florida students. Public 
school districts share in the important task of communicating t he ava ilable School Choice Options to parents. 

Section 1002.39(S)(a)l, Florida Statute states that by April l of each year and within 10 days after an Individual 
Education Plan (IEP) meeting or 504 meeting, a school district sha ll notify the parent of the student with 
disabilities of all ava ilable options related to the McKay Scholarship Program. This includes informing t he parent 
of the avai lability of the FDOE toll-free information hotline, Internet website, and offering the parent an 
opportunity to enroll t he student in another publ ic school within the district. 

A copy of the attached letter must be provided to parents at each IEP and 504 meeting and to all students with 
disabiliti es during the week of March 18-21, 2013. Letters must be sent home with students during this 
distribution period. 

EWG/JA/KO/WG/AB,jb 
Attachment 

Approved ,, ___ tt---' _____ _ 
E. Wayne Gent, Superintendent 
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THE SCHOOL DI STRICT OF 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL 

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION 

3378 FOREST HI LL BLVD., A-203 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33406-5813 

PHONE: 561-434-8626/FAX: 561-434-8384 
WWW.PALMBEACHSCHOOLS.ORG/ESE 

March 11, 2013 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

W ILL J. GORDILLO 

DIRECTOR 
JANIS ANDREWS, EO. D. 

CHief ACADEMIC OFfiCER 

KEITH OSWALD 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

We would like to inform you that your child may be eligible to participate in the John M. McKay Scholarships for Students 
with Disabilities Program, commonly known as the McKay Scholarship Program. This program was created to provide 
educational options to parents of students with disabilities. Currently, more than 30,000 Florida students are participating in 
this program. 

By participating in the McKay Scholarship Program, your student may be able to attend a different public schoo! in your 
district, attend a public school in an adjacent district, or receive a scholarship to attend a participating private school. 

In order to be eligible for the McKay Scholarship Program, a student must apply for the program prior to withdrawing from 
public school. The student must have an Individual Education Plan (IEP), or 504 Accommodation Plan issued under s. 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (with duration of more than six months), and 

• Have been enrolled and reported for funding in a Florida public school for the school year prior to applying for a 
scholarship (Grades K-12); or 

• Have been a pre-kindergarten student who was enrolled and reported for funding in a Florida public school during 
the school year prior to applying for a scholarship; or 

• Have attended the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during the preceding school year's student 
membership surveys (Grades K-12) . 

To find out if your student is eligible, you may apply for the McKay Scholarship on the School Choice website at 
www.floridaschoolchoice .org. Select the McKay Scholarships link and then the link titled Apply for a McKay Scholarship 
on the menu bar on the left. 

To learn more about your child's educational options, please contact your school district's Parental Choice Office at 561-
434-8287. You may also contact the Department of Education, Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice 
Information Hotline at 1-800-447-1636, or visit the School Choice website at www.floridaschoolchoice.org and click the 
McKay Scholarships link. 

In order for a student to be eligible for the program, intent to participate in the McKay Scholarship Program must be 
filed on the School Choice website prior to withdrawing from public school. The deadline to apply for the first 
payment period of the 201 3-14 school year is July 1, 201 3. 

Please note this letter serves to notify you that your child may be eligible to participate in the McKay Scholarship Program. 
This letter does not guarantee your student's eligibility. 

WJG/AB/jb 
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THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WILL J. GORDILLO 
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL DIRECTOR 

EXCEPTIONAL STUOENT EOUCATION 
3378 FOREST HILL BLVD., A-203 
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33406-5813 
PHONE: S61-434-8626/FAX: 561-434-8384 
WWW.PALMBEACHSCHOOLS.ORG/ESE 

March 11, 2013 

Estimados padres to} tutores: 

JANIS ANDREWS, Eo.D. 

CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER 

KEITH OSWALD 

AsSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

Esta carta es para informarle que su hijo(a) puede ser elegible para la Beca de John M. McKay. EI programa de Becas John M. 
McKay fue formado para estudiantes can Discapacidades. Este programa Hene los objetivos de asistir y aumentar las opciones 
educativas en las escuelas publicas, y tambien para el beneficio de los padres que tienen hijos (a) con Discapacidades. 
Actualmente, mas de 30 mil estudiantes en el estado de la Florida toman parte en este programa. 

Cuando el estudiante participa en el programa de Beca John M. McKay; el estudiante puede asist!r a una escuela publica diferente 
dentro de su distrito, solicitar una escuela publica en un distrito adyacente de su escuela publica; a recibir una Beca para poder asistir 
una escuela privada que participe en el programa de John M. McKay. 

Para que su hijo(a) pueda calificar para el programa de Becas John M. McKay, el estudiante tiene que obtener estos requisitos 
primero: Su hijo(a) debe haber aplicado para el programa antes de retirarse de su escue!a actual publica. Igualmente, su hljo(a) debe 
tener un plan de educaci6n individualizado (IEP) ob!enido en la escuela publica, 0 un plan de acomodaciones 504 obtenido a !raves 
del Rehabilitation Act de 1973 en la seccion 504 (con duraci6n de mas de seis meses). Segundo, 10 siguiente es necesario: 

• Haber sido inscrito y reportado por fundos en una escuela publica de la Florida et ano antes de aplicar para una Beca 
escolar (Grados kindergarten-hasta el High School). 

• Haber sido estudiante de PRE-kindergarten, fue inscrito y reportado por fundos en una escuela publica de la Florida durante 
el mismo ano escolar antes de solicitar una Beca. 

• Haber asistido a la escuela de Florida para estudiantes con problemas de Audio-Vision (Deaf & Blind), durante las 
encuestas de admisiOn precedente del ana escolar. 

Para ver si su estudiante es elegible, puede aplicar para la Beca John McKay en el School Choice Web site que se enquenlra en 
VM'W.f1oridaschoolchoice.org . Seleccione la opcion McKay Scholarships, y en la pagina que sigue a la mana izquierda seleccione la 
opcion Apply for McKay Scholarship. 

Para aprender mas acerca de sus opciones educativas, puede comunicarse con el distrito de su escuela publica , en la Oficina de 
Seleccion Paternal en el numero 561-434-8287. Igualmente puede comunicarse con en el Departamento de Educacion, en la Oficina 
de Educacion Independiente y Seleccion Paternal (Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice). La linea de informacion 
para este servicio es el numero 1-800-447-1636, 0 visite nueslra pagina de Internet en W'N'N.floridaschoolchoice.org y seleccione la 
opcion McKay Scholarships. 

Para que un estudiante sea elegible y participe en el programa de John M. McKay, la solicitud de intento para participar debe 
ser completada en el website: http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org antes de retirar su hijo (a) de la escuela publica. EI ulitimo 
dia para aplicar recibiendo el primer pago para e[ ana 2013-14 es Julio 1, 2013 

Par favor note que esta carta sirve solamenle para nolificar que su hijo (a) puede tener derecho para participar en e[ Programa de 
Secas John M. McKay. Esta carta No garantiza la elegibilidad. 

7157t~ 
WillJ.Glelio 
WJG/ABljb 
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THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WilL J. GORDILLO 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, Fl DIRECTOR 

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION 

3378 FOREST HILL BLVD., A-203 
W EST PALM BEACH, FL 33406-5813 

PHONE: 561-434-8626/ FAX: 561-434-8384 
WWW.PAlMBEACHSCHOOLS.ORG/ESE 

March 11 , 2013 

Che Paran oubyen responsab el!~v la: 

JANIS ANDREWS, EO.D. 

CHIEF ACADEMIC OFf iCER 

KEITH OSWALD 

AsSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

Let sa se pou nau enfome paran ke pili! Ii a kapab elijib pou fe pali nan Bous Etid pou timoun ki andikape yo oubyen ki 
pakab aprann byen e ki pa n6ma!. (timoun ki eslopye, ki pa ka pale byen, oubyen ki SQud, timoun ki fel avek yon defe!). 
Pwogram John M. McKay an genyen yon non ki rele: McKay Bous Etid Pwogram. Pwogram sa a Ie kreye nan yon fason 
pou paran ka genyen yon chwa nan edikasyon pilil Ii paran ki genyen limoun ki andikape yo. Kounyeya genyen plis ke 
30000 elev nan Florid la ki palisipe nan pwogram sa a. 

Elev ki palisipe nan pwogram sa ki rele Mckay a ka genyen yon mwayen pou ale nan lot lekol piblik ki nan 101 arondisman 
oubyen ki lou pre arondisman kOle ou rele a. 

Nan mwayen pou pilit ou ka kal ifye pou Bous Etid Pwogram sa a, pitil ou dwe genyen kalifikasyon sa yo: Elev la dwe 
genyen yon grenn pa grenn edikasyon Plan (IEP) oubyen plan Mbergemenl 504 a anba Ameriken 504 restorasyon an, Acte 
de 1973 (ak duree de plis ke sis mwa), ak: 

• pitil ou Ie dwe rap6le nan zon dislrik lek61 piblik ou anvan mwa fevriye avek okl6b kontw61 dislrik lek61 yo avan ou 
aplike pou bous eM la ( klas jadin anfan a 12 ane) 

• Rap6le nan z6n distrik lek61 piblik kOle ou rete a avan elev la !e anlre nan premye ane lek61 epi ki Ie rap6le pou 
jwenn lajan pou peye lek61 sa dwe pase avan ou aplike pou bous elid la 

• 8i pili! ou Ie ale nan lek61 limoun ki aveg oubyen soud nan Florid la avan timoun nan antre nan Gadin anfan a 12 
ane). 

Pou aprann plis de chwa edikasyon pilil ou tanpri konlak distrik lek61 ou nan 561 -434-8287. 

Paran ka konlak biwo depateman edikasyon an chwa paran avek edikasyon endepandan enf6masyon nan nimero gratis la 
1-(800)-447-1636 oubyen ale sou entenet nan adres www.floridaschoolchoice.org epi chwazi McKay Scholarships opsyon 
an. 

Nan mwayen pou elev yo ka elijib pou tout Ie kat vesman lajan yo, Ii dwe aplike pou McKay Bous Etid pwogran elev 
la dwe apllke nan website (entenet) anvan paran deside pou Ii retire elev la nan lekol piblik la. Pou resevwa premye 
versman (Iajan) pou bous etid la pou ane lek612013-2014, paran dwe aplike avan denye dele a 1 jiye, 2013. 

Ank6, leI sa a se sevi pou fe ou konnen pitil ou genyen yon mwayen pou yo ka patisipe nan Bous Elid McKay pwogran nan. 
let sa a se pa yon garanti kalifikasyon pitit oU. 

WJG/AB/jb 
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